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In June 2011, the United States Central Command (USCENTCOM), with support from the Armed Forces Health 
Surveillance Center (AFHSC) and the Center for Disaster and Humanitarian Assistance Medicine (CDHAM) 
sponsored a conference addressing Infectious Disease Border Issues. The conference was hosted by the Royal 
Medical Service (RMS) in Amman, Jordan.  

A request was made by the RMS for additional training in support of the bilateral exercise Eager Lion (EL). EL 
was a Jordanian Armed Forces full spectrum exercise centered on potential missions in support of global 
contingency operations. It was a 10-day event composed of field exercises, command post exercises and 
cooperative defense workshops/conferences. The Jordanian planners identified the need for a conference to 
exchange information with respect to border and pandemic issues which arise at national boundaries to 
prepare, contain, and mitigate the spread of disease.  

The workshop was designed for mid- to senior level professionals who were actively involved in Jordan’s public 
health and pandemic preparedness efforts in ensuring the integrity of national borders. The primary objective 
was to strengthen inter-ministerial level relationships between essential policy makers and share priorities, 
successes, and challenges in preparedness and mitigation capabilities directed at pandemic influenza, 
emerging infectious diseases and other public health emergencies.  

The Infectious Disease Border Issues Conference aimed to: 
a) Conduct information exchange with Jordan on medical response to infectious diseases; 
b) Build capacity to defend, operate, or maintain essential health and government functions in a 

pandemic/infectious disease environment; and 
c) Enhance inter-ministerial emergency response coordination mechanisms. 

Of note, 93% of participants evaluating the conference agreed that the workshop clearly met these goals and 
objectives. 

The conference was attended by 82 participants from Jordan and the United States. The majority of 
participants were military officers from the RMS Jordan. Other organizations represented included Jordan’s 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Interior, Public Security Directorate, Customs Department, Civil Defense Agency, 
Food and Drug Administration, local hospitals and universities, as well as USCENTCOM, AFHSC, CDHAM, World 
Health Organization, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and U.S. Defense Threat Reduction Agency.  

The three-day workshop was organized into three main themes: Infectious Disease Containment and 
Surveillance, Border Issues and Quarantine, and Medical Reporting and Information Sharing. Didactic lectures 
each morning provided background in topics covered by the table top exercise (TTX) execution each afternoon. 
Many participants praised the excellent discussion provided by the TTX, which allowed participants to apply 
the scenarios in interdisciplinary groups and exchange thoughts and ideas regarding infectious disease border 
issues. Participants expressed that the TTX was the most valuable aspect of the conference for the 
participants. The RMS Jordan expressed great interest in continuing this collaboration with USCENTCOM for 
similar future conferences, perhaps expanding to a multi-lateral event involving other countries from the 
USCENTCOM region.  


