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The United States Africa Command (USAFRICOM), hosted the first meeting of the East Africa Malaria Task Force 
(E-AMTF) in December 2011 with support from the Armed Forces Health Surveillance Center and the Center for 
Disaster and Humanitarian Assistance Medicine.  The Task Force meeting was held in conjunction with the 
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene’s 60th Annual Meeting.  The E-AMTF is a direct result of 
collaborations that occurred at the Annual AFRICOM Surgeon General’s Malaria Symposium held in April 2011.  
The newly created Task Force is comprised of representatives from the countries of Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, and Uganda but is open to any African nation. 
 
The mission of the E-AMTF is to strengthen and expand effective malaria programs and provide support for 
military personnel, their families and their communities.  The E-AMTF will also assist national and regional 
malaria programs in harnessing the full potential of uniformed services as behavioral and social change agents.  
The Task Force will achieve this by bringing together scientists and policy makers with demonstrated interest in 
malaria programs to share resources, strategies and expertise, and in so doing act as a catalyst for change. 
 
The East Africa Malaria Task Force shall: 

• Advocate among national, regional, and international health and security organizations regarding the 
importance of the role of the military in malaria prevention, diagnosis, and treatment.  

• Promote effective military-civilian partnerships in the health and security communities. 
• Encourage regional and national program coordination and development by providing financial assist-

ance to regional and national malaria programs for military services. 
• Provide technical assistance through identifying, documenting, and disseminating tools and guidance 

such as lessons learned, best practices, and research results. 
• Develop an improved malaria research agenda that raises the level of discourse by providing cutting 

edge, up-to-date research. 
• Mobilize new partners and additional financial resources for malaria programs for the military services, 

and continued engagement with current partners. 
 
The conference was attended by more than 35 individuals including senior military members and physicians 
from 5 core African countries and assorted U.S. Government (USG) agencies.  The 1.5-day agenda featured a 
series of presentations by African member nations, interagency liaisons, and subject matter experts.  The first 
day highlighted the challenges by African militaries in meeting the needs to sustain malaria programs at home 
and while deployed.  The second day featured presentations from USG organizations and their malaria control 
projects that could support the African nations in achieving their objectives for their military malaria programs.  
The final afternoon’s efforts focused on revising the Task Force logo, charter and bylaws. 
 
During this first E-AMTF meeting, Brigadier General Christopher Arrumm (Kenya Defense 
Forces) was elected as the Task Force Chairman, with Brigadier General Adam Mwabulanga 
(Tanzania Peoples’ Defense Force) selected as the E-AMTF Co-Chairman.  Common issues 
identified included the need for malaria surveillance programs, pre-deployment intelligence 
and briefings, chemoprophylaxis policies and treatment algorithms, and access to 
President’s Malaria Initiative assets that are otherwise reserved for their civilian 
populations.  The Task Force will next seek to ratify the revised by-laws, and will focus on 
conducting a critical evaluation of their military malaria control programs to identify needs 
that can potentially be addressed by U.S. partner organizations.  


