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Dr. Pavlin graduated from Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine in 1990. After completing an 
obstetrics and gynecology internship at Tripler Army Medical Center, she became the Clinic Officer in 
Charge at the 150th Medical Detachment in Weagwan, South Korea in 1991. The following two years, she 
completed a residency in Preventive Medicine at the Madigan Army Medical Center in Tacoma, Washington 
and worked as a Preventive Medicine Officer/Epidemiologist for the 18th Medical Command for Preventive 
Medicine Services in Seoul, Korea. 
 
She returned to the U.S. in 1995 to work as the assistant chief of Operational Medicine Division for the US 
Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases where she was responsible for education of medical 
professionals in the medical management and response to biological warfare and terrorism. She directed 
numerous courses, including those provided to the Australian, Canadian, Israeli and German militaries. 
 
In 1998, she moved to the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research as the chief of the Department of Field 
Studies where she played a pivotal role in developing the Electronic Surveillance System for the Early 
Notification of Community-based Epidemics (ESSENCE). ESSENCE is the Defense Department’s near real-
time surveillance system which uses electronic databases to provide infectious disease outbreak detection, 
characterization and tracking for DoD beneficiaries worldwide and has served as the model for national and 
international initiatives. She also worked with the Global Emerging Infections Surveillance and Response 
System (GEIS) to set priorities and evaluate proposals for surveillance, capacity building and education in 
over 80 countries. 
 
 In 2007, she assumed responsibilities as the chief of GEIS for the Armed Forces Research Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AFRIMS) in Bangkok, Thailand. She directed initiation, coordination and evaluation of 
regional disease surveillance activities for AFRIMS. Dr. Pavlin served as the principal investigator on 
multiple studies, including etiology of febrile illnesses in Nepal, transmission of influenza viruses between 
humans and domestic animals in Thailand and impact of enteric and respiratory diseases on deployed forces 
in the Philippines. 
 
Prior to joining AFHSC and retiring as a U.S. Army Colonel, Dr. Pavlin served as the director of the 
Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the Uniformed Services University of Health Services. She has 
contributed as an author to over 50 peer-reviewed publications. Personal awards include the U.S. Army 
Research Development Achievement Award, the Edward L. Buescher Young Scientist Award from WRAIR, 
the Surgeon General’s Physician Recognition Award for a Major and the Donald F. Hagan Young Physician 
Award, Association of Military Surgeons of the United States. 
 


