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Army seeking troops bitten by stray animals
following rabies death
By ERIK SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes
Published: October 19, 2011

SEOUL – The Army is redoubling its search for
anyone who might have been bitten by a wild
animal in Iraq or Afghanistan following the Aug.
31 death of a soldier from rabies, the service’s
public health command stated Wednesday.

The Army is partnering with the other uniformed
services and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to find and treat servicemembers and
civilians who were bitten by stray dogs and
animals while deployed, according to a command
news release.

“The death of this soldier is very tragic, and we are
taking actions to ensure something like this does
not happen again,” Lt. Col. Steven Cersovsky,
director of epidemiology and disease surveillance
at the Army’s Public Health Command, said in the
release.

Spc. Kevin Shumaker, 24, became the first soldier
to die from rabies since 1967 after he was bitten by
a stray dog in Afghanistan.

Shumaker told his parents that he received three
of six necessary rabies shots in Afghanistan, but did not receive the final shots because
they were expired, according to a Contra Costa Times report. Shumaker, a 10th
Mountain Division soldier, died at Fort Drum, N.Y., eight months after the bite.

“I would not be without my son if the proper treatment was given to Kevin,” his
mother, Elaine Taylor, told the newspaper in September.

The Army set up a rabies response team following Shumaker’s death, which remains
under investigation.

Officials at the public health command said they have been working aggressively with
other services to prevent additional rabies cases, the news release stated.

In September, the Armed Forces Health Surveillance Center
released a study reporting that servicemembers sustained
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A U.S. Army poster warns of the dangers of
contracting rabies from stray animals
downrange.
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20,522 animal bites from January 2001 to December 2010,
or about 40 per week. Most were bitten in the United
States, where rabies is rare.

Of the 643 troops bitten in Iraq or Afghanistan, only 117
received rabies vaccines, according to the report.

The report notes that some of those bites may have come
from military working dogs, which are vaccinated against
rabies. The report also stated that the military’s bite
statistics are undoubtedly underestimated, since minor bites
often go unreported.

“However, even minor animal bite injuries can have serious
consequences – particularly bites inflicted by wild animals,”
the report stated.

The rabies vaccine and the immune globulin used to treat
unvaccinated bite victims are available at larger bases with
medical refrigeration facilities. However, many of the small,
primitive forward operating bases in places like Afghanistan
don’t have the vaccine or globulin.

The rabies virus is transmitted to humans most commonly
through the saliva of infected animals, according to the U.S.
Army Public Health Command. Humans can carry the virus
for weeks, and occasionally, years before showing
symptoms. The incubation period averages one to three
months.

However, “once the signs and symptoms of rabies develop,
the disease is almost always fatal,” according to the public
health command web site.
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Please vaccinate these people when they go over seas. We got to protect our

men and women in uniform.

Like Reply3 weeks ago

A 100% preventable death occured because of outdated vaccine.  Whoever was

either directly or indirectly responsible for the medical/nursing care of that

soldier needs to have their quality of care reviewed and disciplinary action

taken.  We had soldiers come back to Landstuhl to get hearing aids and

dentures replaced (in '05, if it was a vertical, breathing Reservist or

Guardsman, it was deployed).  Surely this soldier could have been airlifted out

of what ever camp or FOB he was at, and evaced far enough to the rear to get

the remainder of his immunizations. I live in AZ where Rabies isn't rare at all

in animals; it's common and all animal bites are taken seriously. If this soldier

died because of ignorance, either on the part of medical care or chain of

command who didn't authorize/demand evac, then heads should roll.

tiredofpc

Like Reply3 weeks ago 4 Likes

Are you kidding!!!! ONE death from something that is totally preventable is

too many!  I work in a lab that does Rabies titer tests. This disease is fatal. It's

not like catching a cold.  The death is painful and torturous.

djmclean01

Like Reply4 weeks ago 4 Likes

One death out of over 20,000 animal bites in a decade and we are going to

throw a bunch of money and manpower at the issue? Not trying to downplay

the death of the Soldier, just seems that we might be engaging in a bit of

overthinking on this one.

SOCOMM

Like Reply4 weeks ago 1 Like

Yeah, why bother?  Just one little ole death.  No big deal.  Our money

could be better spent on other things rather than preventing the tragic

death of one stinking human being.  

Wow SOCOMM.  You truly are despicable.  Wonder how you would feel

if someone made a remark like that about someone you loved that died

because of this?  I just bet you would say "1 out of 20,000"  You really

seem to have this thing about numbers and the importance they play or

don't play with respect to an issue.  

Stating that this is "throwing a bunch of money and manpower" and 
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"overthinking" toward an issue where future deaths could be prevented

can only come from someone with no heart and devoid of all

compassion.

Why does it still surprise me to hear your loathsome comments?

I'm sure you will try and spin this off as being misunderstood or reading

too much into your comments as you are known to do but your words

speak for themself.

Like Reply4 weeks ago in reply to SOCOMM 5 Likes

Whoa Big Fella..Easy...  Don't vapor lock on us.

ron stratton

Like Reply3 weeks ago in reply to B1959 3 Likes

There have been over 10,000 American service members killed in

Iraq and Afghanistan. Something to think about.

SOCOMM

Like Reply4 weeks ago in reply to B1959 1 Like

WRONG!! There have been a few less than 5,000

American Soldiers killed in Iraq & Afghanistan.  

SOURCE: http://www.globalsecurity.org/...

robbiegel

Like Reply3 weeks ago in reply to SOCOMM

Um, those are just the numbers from Iraq. Nice try

but you are a Fail at this task.

SOCOMM

Like Reply3 weeks ago in reply to robbiegel

Are you kidding me!!!! One death from something that is totally

preventable is too many!  I work in a lab where all we do is perform

Rabies titers. This disease takes no prisoners and the death is painful

and torturous. A simple test costing $35 will tell if our soldiers are

protected or not.  They supposedly get vaccinated, but that may not be

enough.  Not everyone responds to the vaccines in the same number of

injections.  A titer would give that information. Shortly after this

soldier's death, I had a conversation with the pathologist at Ft.

Campbell. Hopefully, something will be done so this doesn't happen

again. By the way - I have a son in the Army who will probably be in

Afghanistan in the near future, so I DO "have a dog in this fight"!

djmclean01
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Like Reply4 weeks ago in reply to SOCOMM 5 Likes

Hate to break it to you but we do not get vaccinated against

rabies as a precautionary measure. Only service members who

work with animals on a regular basis do. Over 10,000 service

members have died in Iraq and Afghanistan, are there lives worth

any less than one that died of rabies? I don't think so, they were

all tragic. Just looking for some perspective.

SOCOMM

Like Reply4 weeks ago in reply to djmclean01 1 Like

So, you're telling me that the pathologist lied to me telling

me tha troops going to a rabies endemic area aren't

vaccinated against rabies? And my son doesn't know that

he wasn't really vaccinated for rabies - knowing I work in

that field? Don't think so....

EVERY death is a tragedy and we should do everything

possible to prevent them - All of them! Btw -it's "their"

lives, not "there" lives. Just sayin....

djmclean01

Like Reply4 weeks ago in reply to SOCOMM

Yes, that is EXACTLY what I'm telling you. I was in

Afghanistan early this year, two years ago and did

multiple tours to Iraq (as well as other third world

countries). I can tell you unequivocally that you are

either simply mistaken or just don't know. You also

said "they are supposedly" so this implies that you

don't "know" yourself. 

No doubt that every death is a tragedy but let's use

some logic and devote appropriate resources to the

threat. If one out of one million soldiers died from

McLeans disease (symptoms are saying things that

simply aren't true) it wouldn't make a lot of sense

(logically) to spend millions of dollars on a virus

given the level of the threat now would it?

SOCOMM

Like Reply3 weeks ago in reply to djmclean01 1 Like

We are using logic SOCOMM. Logic is what

seems to be lacking in your posts.  You keep

entering your own facts into these articles and

B1959
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then attacking whatever premise you make

up. Between the strawmans and the red

herrings that you throw out, I can almost

forget what the original article said. 

Don't call people liars.  Someone isn't a liar

simply because your experience is

different. No reason for djmclean to lie and it

is irrelevant anyway.  A tragedy occurred and

measures are being taken to make sure it

doesn't happen again.  End of story.

Like Reply3 weeks ago in reply to SOCOMM

I really REALLY wish you would just one time

give some thoughtful consideration to these

articles before you just start posting.

All this article is telling us is that a problem

occurred and measures are being taken to

prevent it from happening again.  This is what

any good responsible organization would do

with any tragedy and non tragedies too.  This

is why QA programs are in place in many

organizations.

Please share with us where you got out of the

article that "millions of $$" were being spent?

  You don't get to assume and put your own

facts into it like you like to do.  I want to

know where you got that information.

The Army is doing exactly what it should be

doing.  It developed a response task team and

the CDC is partnering with other agencies to

look at the issue so it doesn't happen again. 

What would you expect the Director of

Epidemiology do?  Shrug and say oh well

more are killed in wars.  So when it occurs

again which was completely preventable, just

keep shrugging because the number of deaths

is miniscule compared to other tragedies?  I

keep forgetting, though, that you like to play

the numbers game when it comes to whether

people should have equal rights or the value

of a human life.

   

When I worked in a hospital, the same type of

response occurred if there were too many med

B1959
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errors or needle sticks, for example.  We had

massive training, checks and balances were

put in place and better products were

purchased to prevent these issues from

occurring. I have no doubt that it cost a lot of

money but there's this funny thing where

most people see the value in human lives over

money.  Imagine that!

I'm so thrilled that people such as yourself

only get to give thoughtless opinions and not

make the decisions.

Like Reply3 weeks ago in reply to SOCOMM
1 Like

Newsflash for you, this is an "opinion"

forum. People get to post their opinions

here. That's what they do. Don't like

them, have the discipline and self

control to ignore them or you can post

your own but telling them they can't

post theirs is silly and hypocritical.

Carry on.

SOCOMM

Like Reply3 weeks ago
in reply to B1959

I SAID I WISH you would give

thoughtful consideration before

you post.  I didn't say you

shouldn't post, though I admit

that would be wonderful.  It's

really painful to read your

opinions because you are so

ignorant.

You've said this before as well as

the number of words doesn't

make someone's opinion more

valid.  Could you try new insults

for a change?  The regular ones

you hurl out are getting old.

B1959

Like Reply3 weeks ago
in reply to SOCOMM

SOCOMM

http://disqus.com/SOCOMM/
http://disqus.com/B1959/


Army seeking troops bitten by stray animals following rabies death - Army - Stripes

http://www.stripes.com/news/army/army-seeking-troops-bitten-by-stray-animals-following-rabies-death-1.158120[11/16/2011 3:56:04 PM]

1 2   Next →M  Subscribe by email S  RSS

Real-time updating is enabled. (Pause)

LOL, the only one tossing

insults is you. If I had any

respect for you I might

care but, alas, I don't. As

for your friend that lied

about soldiers getting

vaccinated against rabies,

when I stated we don't get

shots for rabies as a

precaution unless we work

with service animals that

is a bonafide FACT. Most

of the other stuff I post is

my opinion but if I say

something it's usually

from experience or due to

reading it in another

(previous) article. Do a

little research and educate

yourself. A little less

emotion and bit more

knowledge would do you

good.

Like Reply3 weeks ago
in reply to
B1959
1 Like

btw, if it were "your" money then I'd

have no problem with you spending it

however you see fit. The fact is,

however, it is taxpayer money that we

ALL contribute to so it probably should

be spent wisely and responsibly (for a

change).

SOCOMM

Like Reply3 weeks ago
in reply to B1959
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